SRE Bridging Document – Introductory Sessions Information

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following information is intended to help with running with Introductory Sessions for the Religious Education Bridging Document. There are three PowerPoints in total.

Session 1  - What is the SREBD; Relationship with the UF RE Curriculum
Preperation
· Ask all participants to have an electronic copy of the SREBD on their devices so they can look at parts during the gathering.
· Provide copies, enough for at least one between two, of:
· The Foreword and Vision Statement of the “Understanding Faith – Religious Education Curriculum Statement for Catholic Secondary Schools – Years 9-13 (revised 2010)” 
· It would be good to ask people to have downloaded a copy of this. 
· Provide some large sheets of paper & pens for small groups to record thinking during the session.


Session 2 - Delving Deeper. Catholic Schools; what is RE; & Spirituality
Preperation
· Ask all participants to have an electronic copy of the SREBD on their devices so they can look at parts during the gathering. 


Session 3 – Considering our learners, assessment & Applying Pedagogy
Preperation
· Ask all participants to have an electronic copy of the SREBD on their devices so they can look at parts during the gathering. 
· There’s a bit of audio in the powerpoint so have some speakers set up. 
· Slide 8 is organised to run on the next mouse-click so you can still use a ‘clicker’ and won’t need a mouse.
· If this doesn’t work the same story is available in the first 1.45 minutes of the  YouTube clip - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wal3Fmi2vcI&t=4s 
· Have some copies of page 42 – Considering our learners – copied off, preferably blown up to A3, for school groups to use.
· Pens as required.
· Have a white board, or large sheets to record the large group PMI feedback from the pedagogy session. 


Foreword from the Religious Education Curriculum Statement for Catholic Schools – Years 9-13 (revised 2010)
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Vision Statement from the Religious Education Curriculum Statement for Catholic Schools – Years 9-13 (revised 2010)
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VISION STATEMENT
We live in the midst of Mystery.

Mystery is the unfathomable meaning that we encounter in the very fact of existence.
To be, is a reflection of the living God.

The greatest of all mysteries is the mystery of God and the mystery of ourselves.

Yet the core of Christian belief is that God is fully revealed in the person of Jesus
Christ. Jesus is God's message to all people and creation, that God is also close to
us, loves us, and invites us to share in the divine life itself. In Jesus the mystery of
who God is, and who we are is fully revealed.

We are made in the image of God because we have the capacity to reflect on who
we are and who God is. We are gifted with free will and are responsible for our
standards of right and wrong, good and evil. We also have the ability to transcend
ourselves in self-gift to others through love, forgiveness, compassion and creativity.

Jesus revealed in his own life, death and resurrection that God is loving, forgiving
and compassionate. Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the community of believers - the
Church. The Spirit enables the Church to remain faithful to the person and teachings
of Jesus who himself is the Word - the message of God.

For Catholics, the Church is the community of faith that finds its unity and identity in
its allegiance to the Bishops who are the successors of the Apostles, with the Bishop
of Rome at their head.

In this community of faith, the mystery of God and the mystery of ourselves meet in a
unique way. There we are led by the Spirit to grow more and more in the image of
God. There the Holy Spirit corrects and modifies, and purifies the distorted image we
often fashion for ourselves. There the holiness of God constantly confronts our ‘this -
worldliness', there we find our ultimate meaning. There we see that the alternative is
to live with a lack of meaning. Our life can be directed either to eternal life or to
nothingness.

That is the mystery of the Church and the Creed expresses it.

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,

The communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life ever-lasting. Amen.

The Creed was 'hammered out' in the early centuries to proclaim and preserve those
claims. It is within that vision of mysterious reality that each topic and each lesson in
the programme should find a place like a piece of marble in a mosaic.

The teacher needs to have an overall understanding of the vision in order to help
students see how the pieces fit together to make a picture.
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‘Be prepared to make a defence to any who calls you to account for the hope
that s in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.’ 1 Peter 3:15

Understanding Faith is a broad curriculum for the religious education of
students in our secondary schools. It was commissioned and authorised by
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference in 1991. The Curriculum
Statement (2010) has been revised to reflect changes in presentation of the
material and to align it to The New Zealand Curriculum. It was compiled and
shaped by utilising the talents drawn from the People of God in Aotearoa New
Zealand under the supervision of the National Centre for Re us Studies.

This Curriculum Statement illustrates how comprehensive the curriculum is as
a systematic presentation of the Catholic faith as reflected in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. We, as a Conference of Bishops, are confident that
Understanding Faith is an instrument of great value in preparing the young
women and men, now students in our secondary schools, to face our future
with confidence in their faith and with a sure hope of God’s ruling providence.

We commend this Curriculum Statement to teachers of religious education
who will use it as a foundation document for their task of delivering the
religious education curriculum to the students in our schools through the
approved texts and supplementary resources. This Curriculum Statement
gives the unified vision of faith that the individual topics identify and explore.
This document provides Principals and Boards of Trustees with guidance and
support in meeting their responsibility to ensure the sound delivery of the
religious education curriculum.

We authorise and direct that the revised Understanding Faith Curriculum
Statement and supporting student texts are to be used in all Catholic
secondary school religious education classes in Aotearoa New Zealand and
pray that all who use it will be blessed and strengthened in the Spirit.

We thank and express again our encouragement to all teachers of religious
education for carrying out this important task in our Catholic schools.

+ John A. Dew DD
Archbishop of Wellington
President New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ Conference

+ Denis G. Browne DD + Colin Campbell DD
Bishop of Hamilton Bishop of Dunedin
+ Peter J. Cullinane DD + Patrick J. Dunn DD
Bishop of Palmerston North Bishop of Auckland

+Barry P. Jones DD
Bishop of Christchurch
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